United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



application.no. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


1 0/60 1 ,6 1 9 06/23/2003 Napier Fulton Breen JR. 
20792 7590 03/19/2007 

MYERS BIGEL SIBLEY & SAJOVEC 
PO BOX 37428 
RALEIGH, NC 27627 


9158-2IP 8826 


; EXAMINER 


ZURITA, JAMES H 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 



3625 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



2 MONTHS 03/ 1 9/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



APPLICATION NO./ 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR/ 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONTROL NO. 




PATENT IN REEXAMINATION 





\ol<£OK2>lQ 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



PAPER 



20070313 



DATE MAILED: 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 

see attached communication 



PTO-90C (Rev.04-03) 



Application/Control Number: 10/601 ,619 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3625 

Information Requirement under 37 CFR 1.105 

In response to applicant's submission of 30 November 2006, Applicant and the 
assignee of this application are required under 37 CFR 1.105 to provide the following 
information that the examiner has determined is reasonably necessary to the 
examination of this application. 

The applicant is reminded that the reply to this requirement must be made with 
candor and good faith under 37 CFR 1 .56. Where the applicant does not have or 
cannot readily obtain an item of required information, a statement that the item is 
unknown or cannot be readily obtained may be accepted as a complete reply to the 
requirement for that item. 

This requirement is subject to the provisions of 37 CFR 1.134, 1.135 and 1.136 
and has a shortened statutory period of 1 month. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME 
PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Applicant is reminded that failure to fully reply to this requirement for information 
will result in a holding of abandonment. The number in the first column corresponds to 
the number written on each document previously sent to applicant. Each was 
downloaded from the Internet. 
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Claim 


Materials 
requested 


Basis for request 


Found in 


1 


All 


10 page 
document 


The most 
reputable e- 
commerce sites 
publish business 
policies within 
easy reach of their 
home pages. 
XSAg.com, for 
example, rolls out 
a 10-page 
document 


How secure is online buying? 
Karen McMahon. Farm Industry 
News. Minneapolis: Aor 2000. 
Vol.33,lss.7; 4 pages 
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Claim 


Materials 
requested 


Basis for request 


Found in 








detailing its 
business policies, 
user agreement 
and privacy 
statement just one 
click away from its 
home page. 




2 


Web site 
of a 
seller 
and its 
functions 


Seller web 
site screen 
prints, 
selections 
available such 
as online 
selling of 
laboratory 
chemicals and 
equipment 


Live since January 
[1999], XS sells 
agricultural 
chemicals over its 
Internet site 
XSAg.com, taking 
the role of 
middleman 
between seller 
and buyer by 
facilitating 
payment and 
shipping. Just last 
week, the 22- 
employee 
company added 
seed to its 
inventory, and 
plans to add 
fertilizers, 
veterinary 
products, livestock 
and farm 
equipment. 


XS trying to become tip-of- 
tongue name; [Final Edition], 
CARLENE HEMPEL. News & 
Observer. Raleiah. N.C.: Sep 21. 
1999, 1 page. 

XS offering more online; [Final 
Edition], DAVID RANII. News & 
Observer. Raleiah, N.C.: Aua 3. 
1999. pg. D.1 


3 


Web site 
of a 
seller 
and its 
functions 


XSAG White 
Paper: the 
neutral trading 
exchange in 
agricultural 
B2B 




Found on xsinc.com site, last 
update 29 February 2000, page 1 
of screen document. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Zurita whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8a-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

James Zurita 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 

14 November 2007 ' ^ 






